Introduction/Purpose: Diagnoses of ankle injuries utilize plain radiographs in three views: anteroposterior (AP), lateral, and mortise. Mortise view has greater sensitivity and accuracy in assessment of the distal tibiofibular syndesmosis through visualization of the mortise clear space. Current radiologic diagnostic parameters, like medial tibiotalar clear space and tibiofibular clear space, are inconsistent and unreliable because no consensus exists to measure these parameters. However, the incisura fibularis (IF) is a consistent landmark in assessing syndesmotic stability. We believe that in ankles without fracture, dislocation, or syndesmotic disruption, the IF aligns with the lateral border of the talus when observed on mortise view radiographs. This study seeks to determine a novel, more reliable radiologic parameter in diagnosis of the ankle mortise by evaluating this alignment.
